
 

 

Stoke-on-Trent – Local Transport Plan 2011/12 -2025/26 

A draft copy of the new LTP strategy document is now available online at 

www.stoke.gov.uk/ltp . The Local Transport Plan is a statutory document that 

explains how the City are going to take forward transport investment and develop 

plans to tackle transport issues over the next 15 years.  

 

The final LTP will comprise two documents:- 

•••• Strategy plan, (published in Draft) which will provide a 15 year vision to 2026 of 

how the City’s transport network will look, function and how it will support our 

regeneration ambitions.  It will contain a performance management framework 

that includes targets and indicators.  The 15 year time horizon will fit neatly with 

the Local Development Framework’s Core Spatial Strategy. Although there is no 

longer a requirement to produce a new plan every 5 years there is a statutory 

duty to keep the plan under review. 

•••• Implementation plan, this will set out how the strategy will be delivered.  It will 

describe a programme of improvements and include cost programme of transport 

improvements to meet the targets and performance management regime of the 

strategy.  Part of this process will also ensure that the strategy is still fit for 

purpose as part of the statutory duty described above.  This document is likely to 

be a rolling three year plan produced annually and it will be in line with the 

government’s comprehensive spending review. 

 

Current Transport Headlines 

Analysis of travel patterns, travel behaviour and the function of the existing network 

indicates the following key headlines:-  

•••• Nearly 60% of the population (approximately 150,000 people) have no or 

limited access to a car, this group will be reliant on walking, cycling and public 

transport; 

•••• The travel patterns are highly localised – 54% of the population travel less 

than 5km (3 miles) and 75% of the population travel less than 10km (6 

miles) to get to work.  

•••• The existing network is operating inefficiently.  Away from the trunk road network, 

principal routes have slow average journey speeds in the peak hours due to high 



levels of congestion caused by a mixture of delays at key junctions but also due 

to increasing problems on links.  

•••• In some locations travel by bus can take almost twice as long as the 

equivalent trip by car, this means that bus users are penalised through 

choosing this mode and it makes it difficult to encourage new users onto the bus.  

 

The main goals and policies in the LTP Strategy document have been formulated 

and the evidence base is written.  The main goals of the LTP are:-  

 

•••• Economy; supporting the local economy through increasing productivity for 

existing businesses and encouraging new investment by making the area more 

attractive – better connectivity and easier to move around. 

•••• Environment; improving the local environment through reducing the impact of 

traffic (air and noise) and moving towards more sustainable transport technology 

and modes, coupled with improving the appearance of local areas 

•••• Health; caring for local health through improving access to transport, transport 

safety and encouraging active travel such as walking and cycling. 

 

For each of the above goals a series of policies have been developed to act as 

guidelines in relation to how transport investment should be targeted. These policies 

are shown in the figures below.  



Economy Goal – Key Policies 

 

Environment Goal – Key Policies 

 



 

Health Goal – Key Policies 

 

Alignment with the Government Transport goals 

The current objectives for transport have not changed significantly from those 

contained in the previous governments ‘Delivering a Sustainable Transport System’ 

white paper.  

The economy goal aligns with :-  

•••• To support national economic competitiveness and growth, by delivering reliable 

and efficient transport networks 

The environment goal contributes to:-  

•••• To reduce transport’s emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, 

with the desired outcome of tackling climate change  

•••• To improve quality of life for transport users and non-transport users, and to 

promote a healthy natural environment  

•••• To contribute to better safety security and health and longer life-expectancy by 

reducing the risk of death, injury or illness arising from transport and by 

promoting travel modes that are beneficial to health 



The health goal incorporates:-  

•••• To promote greater equality of opportunity for all citizens, with the desired 

outcome of achieving a fairer society; 

•••• To contribute to better safety security and health and longer life-expectancy by 

reducing the risk of death, injury or illness arising from transport and by 

promoting travel modes that are beneficial to health 

 

Implementation - What types of Interventions are emerging?  

At the moment there are three main areas of investment emerging form discussions 

internally about how best to go forward over the next 3-5 years:  

 

•••• Making best use of the existing transport network; improved maintenance the 

existing streets and routes, management of signals etc, smarter routes 

•••• Improving Public Transport; bus partnership, improving bus speeds etc to 

achieve mode shift 

•••• Supporting behaviour change; active travel (walking and cycling), school and 

business travel planning, place making and improving streets.  

 

Next Steps  

Consultation on the LTP commenced on the 24th September and will run until the 23rd 

of December. The consultation includes a questionnaire which seeks to gather local 

opinion on spending priorities for local transport.  

 

Over the coming months an implementation plan and monitoring document will be 

developed, this is unlikely to be finalised before January due to existing uncertainty 

surrounding budget allocations. Whilst the Comprehensive Spending Review is 

expected to report in October the Council are not expecting to know individual 

allocations for transport until at least December.  


